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here and there. I mean the second chapter of
the eighth book of his famous treatise, De Aug-
mcntis. It has been translated into pithy English,
and is to be found in the fifth volume of the
great edition of Bacon, by Speclding and Ellis.

In this chapter, among other things, he com-
poses comments on between thirty and forty of
what he calls the Aphorisms or Proverbs of
Solomon, which he truly describes as containing,
besides those of a theological character, " not a
few excellent civil precepts and cautions, spring-
ing from the inmost recesses of wisdom, and
extending to much variety of occasions." I
know not where else to find more of the salt of
common sense in au uncommon degree than in
Bacon's terse comments on the Wise King's terse
sentences, and in the keen, sagacious, shrewd
wisdom of the world, lighted up by such
brilliance of wit and affluence of illustration, in
the pages that come after them.

This sort of wisdom was in the taste of the
time; witness Ralegh's Instructions to his Son,
and that curious collection " of political and
polemical aphorisms grounded on authority and
experience," which he called by the name of the